Hanwell Rural Community Plan Summary

The Hanwell Rural Community Rural Plan, By-Law #37-2026, is a proposed rural plan which encompasses the entirety of the newly established Hanwell Rural Community. The new rural plan will repeal the 4 existing rural plans and 1 municipal zoning plan which impact areas throughout the rural community with the objective to consolidate all existing land use documents into one single, cohesive planning framework that applies uniformly across the entire community. 
The plan includes sections for: 
· The background of the planning area which includes the intent of the rural plan, the title of the plan, and the area of coverage. 
· The objectives, policies and proposals of the rural plan, which fundamentally impacts how the community visions itself moving forward and how to protect environmental aspects while allowing for potential future development. Objectives provide the long-term vision of the community. Policies guide Council in the regulation and management of land use and development, and proposals support the policies by identifying potential actions, initiatives, or projects that may assist in implementing the plan’s vision.
· The plan also contains policies and proposals with respect to residential development, rural development, commercial development, industrial development, park and institutional development, natural resource uses, Yoho Lake watershed, environment and climate change, heritage and archeology, transportation and connectivity, and water supplies. 
· Zoning and general provisions. These sections contain definitions, purpose and administration, and general and zoning provisions. There are general provisions pertaining to a variety of uses; the general provisions stipulate specific requirements for individual uses. For example, requirements for home occupation or standards for accessory buildings. The zoning provisions stipulate requirements specific to individual zones. The plan has 11 zones. 
The rural plan also follows the newly mandated Statements of Public Interest Regulation – as set out by the provincial government in 2023 – to address larger inconsistencies within planning throughout the province. This ensures that all plans throughout the province are applicable to a unified and equitable planning framework. 
The document also includes Schedule A, which serves as the Zoning Map for the community. As outlined above, the map illustrates the 11 zones throughout the rural community and will be used to identify the zoning designation of individual properties.

